Degree modification and event semantics: The role of verbal derivations and postverb
constructions in Turkish

It has been cross-linguistically* attested that certain morphemes influence the aspectual
interpretation of a predicate. In particular, morphemes that express plurality of events became
more important in event semantics studies recently. Following Lashersohn (1995), the notion
of pluractionality came to be used to cover such aspectual categories including continuity,
frequency, habituality, graduality, and the like. The pluractionality operators are said to
create unbounded pluralities of event times. These operators indicate either temporal or
spatial distribution of subevents. In some languages, different pluractionality operators may
express differences in types of interaction and distribution of such subevents. van Geenhoven
(2005) analyses a number of morphemes in West Greenlandic Eskimo as different
pluractional distributive operators. Similarly, Tatevosov (2004), also analyzes a Chuvash
pluractional morpheme, —kala and its function as pluractionality marker. Below, (la)
expresses a single event; (1b), expresses a repeated event (Tatevosov 2004):

(1) a. vasa suxala-r-e
vasja plow-PFV-3SG
‘Vasja plowed.’

b. vasa suxala-kala-r-e
vasja plow-KALA-PFV-3SG
‘Vasja plowed repeatedly.’

In his analysis, he approaches pluractionality from the perspective of scalar semantics
proposed by Kennedy and McNally (1999, 2005) and concludes that verbs with -kala express
variety of meanings that can be taken as expressing gradable properties rather than simply
referring to plurality of events. Among possible meanings associated with this degree
restrictor, he defines at least four different functions for —kala in Chuvash: continuity
(Fcontmvurry), speed (Fspeep), duration (FpuraTion), and, affectedness (FarrecTEDNESS)-

In this paper, we compare some Turkish pluractional suffixes, such as —A4/4 , -(A/)kla, with
that in Chuvash as discussed in Tatevosov (2004). The data of these suffixes express similar

meanings il’lVOlVil’lg, FCONTINUITY (2a,d), FDURATION (20), and FSPEED (2b)1

(2) a. es-mek ‘to dig shallowly’ es-ele-mek © to dig repeatedly’

b. dur-mak ‘to stop’ dur-ala-mak ‘to stop suddenly’
c. uyu-mak ‘to sleep’ uyu-kla-mak ‘to dose, to sleep for a short time’
d. diirt-mek ‘to prod’ diirt-iitkle-mek ‘to prod continually’

We further extend scalar semantic approach to the analysis of postverb constructions in
Turkish. With this, we attempt to develop a unified account to capture the actional diversity
observed in different postverb constructions. In particular, degree modification analysis
subsumes actional properties of postverb constructions such as dynamicity, phase structure,
temporal properties, manner, affectedness and the like (Johanson 2000; Csato 2001) under
one domain. In short, postverbs such as durmak ‘stand/stop’ or vermek ‘give’ can be viewed
as degree modifiers of event predicates. Following Tatevosov (2004), two of gradable

" Wechsler (1989) for English; Martin (1996) for Spanish; van Geenhoven (2005) for English and
West Greenlandic Eskimo.



properties (continuity and speed) with respective postverbs and their formal representations
are given below (3, 4):

3) a. Tuna biitiin giin kitap-1 okuy-up dur-du
Tunaall  day book-ACC read-CONV. stand/stop-PAST-3SG
‘Tuna kept on reading.’

b. ?»y?»e Hd[FCONTINUITY ([oku(e) A Theme(y)(e)])zd] A d<1]

Fcontinurry measure against the Scontivuiry scale; determines the extent to which the
event is continuous. Scontinurry 1S upper closed scale. Thus, Fcontnurry yields 1
(Zmax (SCONTINUITY))-

(4) a. Tuna bebe-gi  yika-1ver-di.
Tuna baby-ACC wash-give-PAST-3SG
‘Tuna washed the baby quickly.’

b. ?»y?»e Hd[FspEED ([ylka(e) A Theme(y)(e)])Zd] A d<CspEED]

Fspeep measure against the Sspepp scale; determines the extent to which the event is
slow or fast. Sspeep 1s open scale. Thus, for Fspepp the maximal degree is undefined or
defined by context Cgspggp.

Consequently, this paper provides evidence from Turkish for the pluractional and degree
modification analysis of verbal derivational morphemes.The scalar semantic analysis adapted
in our study further provides a new insight on the formal properties of postverb constructions
in Turkish.

References

Csato, E. (2001). Turkic double verbs in a typological perspective.K.H.Ebert and F. Zuniga (eds.)
Aktionsart and aspectotemporality in non-european languages, 175-187. Ziirich:
Universitat Ziirich.

Johanson, L. (2000). Grenzbezogenheit an aspekt und lexik am beisiel tiirkischer
postverbialkonstructionen.W. Breu (ed.) Problem der interaktion von lexik und aspekt, 129-
139. Tiibingen: Max Niemeyer Verlag.

Kennedy, C. and L. McNally (1999). From event structure to scale structure:degree modification in
deverbal adjectives. T.Matthewss and D. Strolovitch (eds.) SALT IX, 163-180. Ithaca, NY:
Cornell University.

Kennedy, C. and L. McNally (2005). Scale structure, degree modification, and the semantics of
gradable predicates. Language 81(2): 345-381.

Laseherson, P. (1995). Plurality, conjunction and events. Dordrecht: Kluwer.

Martin, J. (1996). Aktionsart in word formation: verbal prefixation. Catalan working papers in
linguistics. 5(1):113-125.

Tatevosov, S, (2004). Pluractionality and discontinuative: evidence from Chuvash. Workshop in
formal Altaic Linguistics 2 11-13 October 2004 Bogazigi University, ms.

van Geenhoven, V. (2005). Aspect, pluractionality and adverb quantification. A. Von Hout, H.de

Swart, and H. Verkuyl (eds.) Perspectives on aspect. Dordrecht: Kluwer.
Wechsler,S. (1989). Accompolishment and the prefiex re-. Proceedings of the 19th annual meeting
NELS, 419-434,



